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Martis 31 Die Jan. 1748. 
or HAT the Thanks of this Houſe be given to the 


Rev. Dr: EL LVS, for the Sermon by him 
preached yeſterday before this Houſe, at St. Mar- 
garet's, Weſtminſter ; and that he be deſired 1 
print the ſame : and that Mr. Campbell of Calder, 
and the Lord Parker do acquaint him therewith, 


. 
Cl. Com. Dom, 


MATT. xxii. ar. 


Render therefore to Cæſar, the things that 


are Czſar's, and to God, the things 
that are God' . 


| the 

him HE Doarine and Practice of our bleſſed 
lar Lord, in the whole Courſe of his Life, 
{ to had been agreeable to the Declaration 
aer, he made at the Cloſe of it, That his 


Kingdom was not of this World + : By which he 
meant, that though he was really % King of 
Kings *, yet he would not exert any Temporal 


Power, but would only apply himſelf to promote 
that Kingdom of Heaven which conſiſted in a ſpi- 


ritual Power and Intereſt in the Hearts of Men, 
diſpoſing them to Virtue and Holineſs here, and 
preparing them for eternal Happineſs hereafter. 
Nou from this Declaration we may juſtly con- 
clude, that our Lord did not deſign to make any 
Alteration in the Civil States that were then ſub- 
lifting in the World; but intended to leave the 
Rights and Prerogatives of the Governors of them, 
B ns 
+ Joh. xvii. 36, * 1 Tim, vi. 15, 


om 
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_ the | Liberties of the Subjects, the fame as ke 
found them. For no Change could be made in 
them, unleſs he ſhould have exerciſed a temporal 
Power ſuperior to that which the Sovereigns of thoſe 
States poſſeſſed : And his doing this muſt have 
been ſupported with ſuch ICE Interpolitions, 
as would not have been ſuitable to his principal De- 
ſign in coming into the World, nor to that State 
of Humiliation in which, for wite Reaſons, he 
choſe to appear. But as none of his Miracles were 
performed, nor any other Applications were made 
by him with this View, we may, therefore, con- 
clude that he did not think of aſſuming any tem- 
poral Power ; and, by Conſequence, could not 
intend to make any Alteration in the Polities or 
Governments then in being. He knew that the 
Light of Reaſon, if duly improved, was ſufficient 
to determine all Queſtions that concerned the 
Rights and Obligations both of Princes and of 
Subjects: And if, by their Fault, any Diſcords or 
Troubles, O ppreſſions or Miſeries, ſhould happen 
amongſt them, he left them to give an Account of 
their Conduct when he ſhould appear as Judge of 
the World. In the mean time, he ſeems to have 
declined, as much as he well could, either faying 
or doing any thing chat related to thoſe Matters; 
partly chat he might not give any Umbrage or 
Ground 
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Ground of Suſpicion to the Civil Government, about 


his Deſign in gathering Diſciples, and forming a 


Church; and partly, that he might not give Op- 
portunity to any of his Followers, whom he knew 
to be not yet ſufficiently apprized of the true Na- 
ture of his Kingdom, to make wrong * and 
Requeſts about it. 

However, when the Phariſces and the Herodians 
propoſed to him a Queſtion that concerned the 
Duty of the Jews to their civil Governors, in a 
Point of Importance, he made no Difficulty of 
giving it an Anſwer ; and one that was not only 
ſufficient to determine their Conduct as to that 
Point, but was expreſſed in ſuch Terms, as might 
at once comprehend their Duty to their civil Go- 
vernors and to God, from whom the Authority of 
thoſe Governors was derived. The Queſtion was, 
«0 bether it was lawful to give Tribute to C. afar, 
« or not.” If he ſhould fay it was not lawful, 


they dard to accuſe him to the Roman 1 


nor, as guilty of Sedition againſt the State. If he 
ſhould fay it was lawful, they thought that this 
Anſwer would make him unpopular among many 
of the Jews, -who reckoned this Tribute a Matter 
of Reproach and Oppreſſion to them, Our Lord, 
though he knew their inſidious Deſign againſt bien! | 
yet — not deviate i in the leaſt from the Truth, 


1 or 


— 


4 A SERMON preached before the 


—— 


— — 


or from his high Character of Teacher of it to 
Mankind; but oF endeavoured by the circum- 


{tances af his Anſwer to make the Truth of it ſo 
evident, that it might not be eaſily miſunderſtood 
by any who were preſent. With this View he bade 
them produce a Piece of the Tribute-Money, and 
tell him whoſe Image and Superſcription it bore. 
When they faid it was Cæſar's: He immediately 
replied, © Render therefore to Ceſar the things that 
« are Cæſar's, and to God the Things that are 
« God's.” 

In ͤ which Words he determines that Tribute 
ought to be paid to Cæſar, becauſe the Coin, be- 
ing ſtamped with his Image, ſhewed he was poſ- 
ſeſſed of the ſovereign Power in that Country; and 
by Conſequence, as he afforded them the Pro- 
tection of his Government, he had a Right to Tri- 
bute from them in return for that Benefit. But 
whether his Tzz/e to the Sovereignty was rightful or 
not, our Lord does not determine : for as that 
Point could not be juſtly inferred from the Right 
to receive Tribute, which ſtood, as I have fad, 
upon another Bottom; and as our Lord ſaid no- 
thing but what had Reference to this latter Right, 
the other Point therefore was left undecided, not 
having indeed been fo much as mentioned. Our 


Lord, by his Silence about it, ſhewed that he did 


not. 


„6 
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not think fit to interpoſe i in a Point of ſuch a Na- 
ture; which he left to be ſettled, if there ſhould 


be at any Time a Neceſſity for it, by a due Re- 
gard to the national Laws, to the Matters of Fact 
relating to the Conqueſt or Submiſſion of that Peo- 


ple, and by other Reaſonings uſually employed in 
Queſtions of this ſort. 


And this Conduct of our Lord was imitated by: 


his Apoſtles, in their Writings relating to the Au- 
thority of Sovereigns, and the Duty of Subjects. 
Both St. Peter and St. Paul are indeed very earneſt 


in their Exhortations, that Chriſtians ſhould be 


ſubject to the higher Powers as ordained by God, 
not only for Fear, but for Conſcience- ſake, or Hut 
a Senſe of their moral Obligation: And that in 
like manner they ſhould pay Tribute to whom Tri- 


bute is due, Fear to whom Fear, Honour to whom 
Honour. 


But that thoſe Apoſtles did not 8 by theſe 


general Precepts, to fix the Duty of all Subjects! in 
every Country upon the ſame Bottom, or to de- 
termine that all ſhould be obliged to pay whatever 


Tribute their Sovereigns ſhould demand; we {hall _ 


eaſily ſee, if we conſider the particular 1 3 8 with 
which theſe Exhortations were made, and to what 
falſe Notions they were oppoſed. By miſtaking 


the Intent of ſome Paſſages of Scr: eure a N umber 


=: of 


n. 
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of the Jews bad been led to think, that . 
being the People of God, could not lawfully fabi 


themſelves to any foreign Government, nor pay 


Tribute to it. And this Notion was ** them 
derived to not a few Chriſtian Converts; who alſo 
miſunderſtood what they heard from our Saviour 


and his Apoſtles, about the Liberty to which they 


were intitled by the Chriſtian Religion : What was 
meant of Spiritual, they underſtood of Civil Free- 


dom; and full of theſe high Imaginations, they 


thou oht it beneath them to. be ſubject to Heathen 


Princes or Heathen Maſters. 
In Oppoſition to theſe Notions, St. Paul affures 


them, that all Power is from God, and that the 


Powers then in being were ordained of God : For 


though they were alſo, in ſome Reſpects, of 


human Conſtitution, as St. Peter en yet as 


all Civil Power came originally from God, they 
might for that Reaſon be juſtly conſidered as or- 
dained by him, and ſo were entitled to the Obe- 


dience of their Subjects. It was not only lawful 


but neceſſary for Chriſtians to ſubmit to them, and 
pay them due Tribute, Cuſtom, and Honour, as 


well from a Senſe of the Obligation they were un- 


der by the Law of God, as from Fear of the Pu- 


niſhment they ſhould offer from their Sovercigns, 


it they failed, But we cannot, from this arguing, 


July 


h. 
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juſtly conclude, that the Apoſtles intended the 
Rights of Sovereigns over their Subjects ſhould be 
the ſame in every Country. They muſt certainly 


have known that there had been civil Conſtitutions 
of various Kinds, in different Countries; and in 
the ſame Country, in different Ages: And that in 
ſome of thele the fupreme Magiſtrates, although 
they bore the Title of Kings, had not the fame 
Authority with thoſe who were ſtiled ſo in other 
Countries. In the antient Time of the Egyptian - 
Government, the Kings could neither levy Money 
upon any one, nor judge or puniſh him from An- 
ger or Pride, or any other unreaſonable Motive : 
The like Polities had been, and might be again in 
other Countries. Now, as I have ſhewn that our 
Saviour did not intend to make any Alteration in 
the Forms or the Rights of any temporal Govern- 
ments, the fame thing may juſtly be preſumed of 
his Apoſtles ; ſince they never ſay or intimate any 
thing to the contrary ; and therefore we may con- 
clude, that though, after the Example of their 
bleſſed Maſter, they delivered their Precepts to 


yield Submiſſion and Obedience, Fribute and 


Cuſtom, in general Terms, yet they intended that 


_ theſe Precepts ſhould be underſtood with ſome Li- 


mitations, agreeably to the ſeveral political Conſti- 


tutions, 
+ Diodor. Sicul. lib. ii. 
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— 
tutions, to which any Chriſtians ſhould happen to 
be Subjects. 


I have made theſe Obſervations with a View to 
a Doctrine which, a little more than a Century 


agone, was vented often in this Nation, as it is ſtill 


in others, both from the Pulpit and the Preſs ; and 
had no ſmall Share in producing the Calamities we 
now lament. This Doctrine was, © That the King's 
« Will and Pleaſure, in Ry Taxes without 
Conſent of Parliament, [I give the Words of a 
noted Sermon + in thoſe Times] doth oblige the 
Subjects Conſciences, upon Pain of Damnation; | 
and that thoſe who refuſe Obedience, tranſoreſs 
the Laws of God, inſult the King's ſupreme Au- 
thority, and are gullty of Impiety, Diſloyalty, and 
Rebellion.” But however ſtrongly this Doctrine 
is aſſerted, I have plainly ſhewn that it has no Foun- 
dation in the Holy Scripture, 7/e/s our civil Con- 
ſtitution gives the King this Authority. And that 
this is far from being true, muſt be known to every 
one who is at all ſkilled in our Laws and Hiſtory, 
from the Great Charter down to this Time. At- 
tempts indeed have been made by our Kings, in 
ſeveral Ages, to gain this Right ; but they always 
have miſcarried, and not ſeldom ended in Recog- 
mtions, that the Right of impoſing Taxes belongs 

only 
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only to the Repreſentatives of the People in Parlia- 
ment. This Right therefore is warranted, as I 
have ſhewn, by the Holy Scripture, as well as by 
our Laws; and of conſequence, the Breaches 
that were made upon it in the Reign of that Prince, 
whoſe Misfortunes are this Day the Subject of our 
Thoughts, were juſtly conſidered as Grievances to 
the People; and though indeed it was ſome Ex- 
cuſe for him, who would not have done any thing 
which he knew to be wrong, that his Biſhops and 
| Judges, approved his Conduct, or put him upon 
it; yet this did not make it leſs contrary to Law, 
or leſs a Hardſhip to the Subject. And its being ſo, 
juſtified both the People and their Repreſentatives 
in making any legal Remonſtrances againſt it. 
And the like Obſervations may be juſtly made 
on the Hardſhips which in that Reign were put 
upon many others of the Subjects, on Account of 
their performing their Duty to God in a Manner 
which they conceived to be right, and refuſing to 
do it in any other. Theſe Hardſhips, in ſome 
Caſes, were very great; affecting their perſonal 
Liberty, and Property, as well as the publick Pro- 
feſſion and Exerciſe of their Religion. They were 
indeed grounded upon a Doctrine, concerning the 
Puniſhment of Errors in Religion, which had long 
prevailed in the Chriftian Church, and had, like 
wo molt 


— 
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tt 


moſt other Corruptions in it, been made much 
worſe by the Papal Influence : : Nor could the 
Reformation itſelf extirpate this out of the Minds 
of Men, where it had a ſtrong Root in their natural 

Paſſions, not eaſily mortified by the Spirit of the 
Goſpel. It was allowed to be true, and put fre- 
quently into Practice, in all the other Proteſtant 
Reigns, as well as that we are ſpeaking of : So that 
it had great Precedents and ſome Laws on its Side. 
But neither any Precedents nor human Laws could 
juſtify a Doctrine, which certainly is contrary to the 
Reaſon of Things, and the Law of God. He does 
not give Authority to any Perſons to force others, 
by temporal Penalties or Hardſhips, to profeſs, or 
do any thing in Religion contrary to their Con- 
ſciences : Becauſe he expects that Religion ſhould 
be free, and the Service of the Heart, Hypocriſy, 
which muſt be, in many Caſes, the Effect of Force, 
is odious to him. Perhaps indeed Penalties, may 
be, in ſome particular Caſes, of Service to promote 
the true Religion. But this Circumſtance can ne- 
ver give a Right to the Uſe of them: for if any 


Sovereign be anthorized to uſe them, the Conſe- 


quence ſt be, that all Sovereigns are veſted with 
the fame pen for neither the Law of Na- 
ture, nor the Goſpel, confine this Authority to any 
one Prince, or Number of Princes, exclutrvcly of 
others. 
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others. Now if all Princes were to uſe it, when 
far the greater Part of them will always he 3 in Er- 
ror, the Miſchief produced by that general Ule, 
will ſo much exceed the good Effects of it, that it 
is not conceivable that God ſhould allow any Prince 
to uſe them ; except in the Caſe of Errors that di- 
rectly hurt the Civil State. 
there is Ground to ſuppoſe, that he allows Penal- 
ties or Reſtraints to be employed. Becauſe other- 


wiſe it might happen, that Civil Societies could not 


be maintained in the Safety and Peace, which he 
deſigns they ſhould enjoy. And from thence it 


follows, that Princes muſt have a Right to uſe 


Force or Reſtraints againſt thoſe Religioniſt whoſe 


Doctrines or Practices naturally tend to do any 


Hurt to the Civil State. 


But this Charge could not be fixed on all who 
refuſed Communion with the Church of England. 


Great Numbers of them were peaceable and 19%" Y 


affected Subjects, on whom, for that Reaſon, no 
Penalties or Hardſhips could juſtly be impoſed. A 


proper Toleration for Religious Worſhip ought to 


have been allowed to them. Though the Gover- 
nors, as well in the Church as in the State, might 


probably have uſed theſe penal Methods with good 


Intention, yet {till they were Grievances ; and nei 


ther the Subjects, nor their Repreſentatives, could 
GC 2 Juſtly 


Againſt thoſe indeed 
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juſtly be blamed for applying to the Throne in a 
proper way, to have them redreſſed. 

But thoſe Meaſures which might juſtly be taken 
to maintain the Rights and Liberties of the Sub- 
jects, could not be juſtified, when they were em- 
ployed to depreſs and impair, in too great a De- 
gree, the legal Authority veſted in the Crown : 
For that Authority was deſigned for the national 
Good, and is neceſſary to that End. It keeps u 

the Balance in the Conſtitution, by hindering thoſe 
Encroachments from being made by one Part upon 
the other, which, if they were ſuffered to go to 
any Length, would 88 diſorder, and ruin 
the whole. 

Theſe ill Effects were actually produced in ſe- 
veral of the famous Conſtitutions of Antiquity; | 
which, though at firſt they were limited Monar- 
chies, yet from the Want of ſufficient Power in 
their Kings, were reduced by Degrees into Govern- 
ments more and more Democratical, till they fell 
into thoſe Factions, and Seditions, which popular 
Licentiouſneſs, when not controlled by ſome higher 
Power, will always produce, and which generally 
end either in the Conqueſt of ſuch a Nation by 
ſome foreign Enemy, or its falling into Servitude 
under an arbitrary Monarch of their own. 


ws 
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Theſe Conſiderations make it appear, that it was 
not really for the publick Good, to demand ſuch 
Abatements, as the Parliament did, in the Preroga- 


— REPO 5 - 


tive of the Crown, which had been before fufficiently 


reduced. A Number of Declarations and Laws, 
in Favour of Liberty, had been obtained. The 
Grievances ſuffered in Matters both Ecclefiaftical 


and Civil, had been redreſſed: The moft ſolemn 


Promiſes had been given by the King, that no- 


thing of that Kind ſhould be put upon any of his 


Subjects for the ſuture ; the Meeting of Parliaments 


every three Years Bad been enacted, whereby bs 


portunities for remedying Orievances, and ſupp 


ing Liberty, would have been afforded; and an 
* had been offered, by which all Perſons, 
who might fear that they had made themſelves ob- 


noxious to their Prince, would have been e 
againſt any Effects of his Reſentment. 


In this State of Things, was it juſt to give way 
to Suſpicions, Jealouſies, and Fears, for which 


chere was no ſufficient Ground; to make ſuch De- 
mands as could not be granted, without great De- 


triment, both to the Crown, and to the whole 
Conſtitution; to urge theſe Demands by Tumults 


of the Populace, dangerous to the Perſon and Fa- 


mily of the King; and, at length, to levy War 


openly againſt him? Undoubtedly, if they had not 


ſtronger 
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ſtronger Reaſons than any that now appear to us, 
their Conduct was not to be juſtified to God or 
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Men. Oppoſition to Magiſtrates was, even by the 
wiſer Heathens, condemned, when there was not a 


real Neceſſity for it. Tully + agrees with Plato, in 


affirming, that they who "refiſ them in any other 
Caſe, are like the Titans, whom the Fables ſup- 
poſed to have aſſaulted Heaven: Which Paſſage 


ſhews, that theſe great Men, like many others in 
Antiquity, ſaw, even by the Light of Reaſon, that 
the Authority of Sovereigns is derived from God; 


and, generally ſpeaking, ought to be ————d 
with the higheſt Reſpect ; becauſe, if it be reſiſted, 


Confuſion and Rapine, Bloodſhed and Miſery, muſt 


naturally enſue. 


In the Caſe of evident Wecefſity indeed, when 
the Ruin of a Polity could not by any other Means 
be prevented, nor its Welfare be ſecured, they 
owned, that the Uſe of Force, in Oppoſition to 
Magiſtrates acting againſt the Laws, and therefore 
without Right, was to. be allowed, and even ap- 


proved: They took it to be clearly the Dictate of 


Reaſon, that Civil Societies were deſigned for the 


Safety, Welfare, and Intereſt of all their Members, 
as far as poſſible; and that the Authority of the 


Governors of them was granted for thoſe Ends: 
From 


+ Tull, de Leg. lib. ii. 


. 
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From whence they concluded that the general 
Happineſs was not to be given up to the Abuſe of 
this Authority, in any Caſe where Reſiſtance be- 
ing plainly for the real Benefit of the whole Society, 
the far greater Part will concur in making. it, and 
therefore no ill Effects, of Moment to the Whole, 
can follow from it. 
Reſiſtance, or Oppoſition, by any ſmall Num- 
ber of private Perſons, on Account of Grievances 
ſuffered only by themſelves, muſt produce much 
more Hurt than Good to the Society of which they 
are Members. And as it is the Duty of every 
Member of ſuch a Society, to prefer the Welfare of 
the Whole to his own; it follows that Reſiſtance, 
in the Caſe laſt mentioned, muſt always be unlaw⸗ 
ful. But when the Welfare of a whole Society, 
and its legal Conſtitution, are ſo far endangered, 
that nothing but Reſiſtance to the Sovereign can 
preſerve them, a Regard to the whole is then the 
great Rule, by which the Conduct of every good 
Man ought to be directed. N 
Now ſuppoſing theſe Maxims to be, as they are, 
the Dictates of right Reaſon ; we may juſtly. con- 
fder them as agreeable alſo to Divine Revelation: 
Since it has been ſhewn, that neither our Sa- 
viour, nor his Apoſtles, intended to make any Al- 
teration in the Meaſures of Submiſſion due to Sove- 
| reigus, 
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reigns, but left them as they were, upon the Foot 
of Reaſon, and of the Conſtitutions in the ſeveral 
Countries to which the Subjects belonged. Which 
Point, however, as it is of great Moment, may be 
farther ſupported by the following Obſervations. 
Firſt, That if the ſacred Writers had deſigned 
to forbid Reſiſtance in all Caſes, without excepting 
thoſe wherein Civil Conſtitutions muſt otherwiſe 
be ruined, and if their Doctrine to this Purpoſe had 


been fully underſtood, it muſt ſoon have made a 


great Alteration in all the free Polities that then 
did, or ever ſhould, ſubſiſt among Chriſtians, For 


Princes deſirous of abſolute Power would have 


hardly failed to take Advantage of the Obligation 
which they knew their Subjects to be under, not 
to reſiſt them on any Account: And national 
Rights, for which no effectual Defence could be 
made, would ſoon have been ſuppreſſed, and re- 
| duced to nothing: ſo that the Governments, in 
all Parts of Chriſtendom, however limited they 
were before the Subjects embraced the Goſpel, mult 
afterwards have been turned into abſolute Monar- 
chies. This would have been one important Con- 


ſequence of the Doctrine now ſuppoſed to have been 
taught by the Apoſtles; and to this, no doubt, 


they would have had ſome Regard. EY 


But, 


1 
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But, in the ſecond Place, they muſt alſo have 
enz, that the Generality of Mankind had always 
thought that Reſiſtance to Sovereigns was undoubt- 
edly lawful, whenſoever it was made on Behalf of a 
legal G fititütion, which could not by any other 
Means be preſerved. In this Caſe, the Apoſtles 
would hardly have delivered a contrary Doctrine, 
without expreſſing it in ſuch plain Terms as could 


not well fail to be underſtood : Becauſe, otherwiſe 


they would have ſuffered Men to fall into the Sin 
of Reſiſtance, without having any due Warning to 
avoid it; which Neglect, on the Part of the Apo- 
ſtles, would not have been agreeable to the Good- 
neſs of their Character : And therefore they would 
either have particularly mentioned the Caſe of Re- 


ſiſtance, for the Sake of a Community, and de- 


clared againſt it, or they would have expreſſed 
their Prohibition to reſiſt, in Terms ſo very ſtrong, 
and ſo clearly guarded againſt any poſſible Excep- 
tion, that there might be no room to queſtion its 
anivebfal Extent. But {ince the Apoſtles have nei- 
ther ſpecified the Caſe above mentioned, nor ex- 
preſſed their Prohibition of Reſiſtance in ſuch 


Terms as admit of no Exception; ſince we know, 


on the other Hand, that there were falſe Opinions 
among ſome Chitin, to which the Apoſtles Pro- 


tubitions might be opens, and yet might not be 
D deſigned 


deſigned to take in all Caſes of Reſiſtance; ſince 
our Saviour's Declaration, that his Kingdom was 
not of this World, appears to imply, that he did 
not intend to make any Alteration in the Polities 
of it; we may, from theſe Circumſtances taken to- 
gether, juſtly conclude, that the ſacred Writers did 
not deſign to forbid Reſiſtance in all Caſes, but to 
leave that Matter upon the ſame Foot as it was by 

the Law of Nature. And, according to the Dictates 
of natural Reaſon, though Reſiſtance to Sovereigns, 
when it is made by private Perſons, is unlawful, 
yet when it is made for the Preſervation of a whole 
Community, againſt unjuſt Violence on the Part of 
a Sovereign, it is certainly allowed and approved 
by God. e . 

Theſe Obſervations are deſigned to juſtify a great 
Tranſaction, by which our National Conſtitution 
was preſerved, and on which our preſent Eſtabliſh- 
ment 1s founded. The Oppoſition made to the 


Prince, who was then upon the Throne, could 


not have been avoided, unleſs the Nation had been 


reſolved to give up entirely its Freedom, and Rights, 
both religious and Civil, and ſuffer a Polity, the 


generous Work of their Forefathers, and cemented 
with their Blood, to be torn in Pieces, and utterly 
deſtroyed. They juſtly preſumed, that this could 
not be the Intention of God: And zherefore they 


f/tood 
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food faſt in the Liberty with which he Aud N a 
them free, and would not be entangled with the Yoke 


of Bondage f. We now have the Benefit of their 


noble Spirit, and Enlargement of Mind, and may 
it be continued to thoſe who ſucceed us in all fu- 
ture Ages 


But this great Event ought not to be applied to 
juſtify undue Oppoſition to Sovereigns, when there 
is neither any Need, nor juſt Cauſe for making it; 


which, as far as we can judge, may be truly ſaid of 
the Beginning of the War that brought on the Mi- 


ſeries this Day lamented, The Reaſons alledged 


for entering upon it were either not true, or not 
ſufficient. "They were not for the real Benefit of 
the Nation. It's Conſtitution, Peace, and Wel- 


fare might have been ſecured without the Guilt of 


a Civil War; and therefore the making it muſt in 
general be condemned ; though, under the ſtrong 


Suſpicions and Fears, that ſeveral well-meaning 


Perſons had, about the Continuance of very great 


Danger, both to the Nation and themſelves, their 
Conduct may admit of ſome Excuſe, But when 


the ambitious and wicked Deſigns of the principal 


Managers came to appear, and plainly tended to 


ſubvert the Foundations of our antient Conſtitution ; 


when, aſter the ſtrongeſt Proteſtations to the con- 
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trary, Violence was done to the Perſon of the 


King, which the Laws repreſent as in all Caſes 


fene when this Violence was extended even 
to Iiurder, with the utmoſt Aggravations of In- 
dignity and Inſult; when Royalty itſelf was, with 
utter Contempt of all Law, and Right, abo- 
liſhed in Form; and Tyranny over the Con- 


ſciences and F 3 of the greater Part of the 


Nation, was exerciſed in its ſtead; when the 
utmoſt Confuſions in Religion were ' encouraged, 
and the Majeſty of God was affronted by Hypo- 
criſy far more vile than any the World had known 
before; can any thing be offered to vindicate, or 


even excuſe theſe Proceedings? No! All good 


Men will ever regard them with Deteſtation : And 
it is with great Reaſon that our Laws have en- 


deavoured to prevent the Infamy that our Nation | 


would otherwiſe have ſuffered, by publickly de- 
_ claring, that all the moſt ſhocking and barbarous 
Parts of them were not the Acts of the Nation in 
general, nor of its Repreſentatives, but only of a 
mmall N ſumber of them, who by odious Hypocriſy, 


and lawleſs Force, had gotten the Power from al! 
the reſt ; which every one ſkilled in this Part of 


our Hiſtory, muſt know to have been true. 


However, it is certainly a Duty incumbent on 
the Nation in general, to make a right Uſe of theic 


Pa 
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paſt Troubles, by endeavouring to prevent any. Diſ- 
poſitions to the like for the future, With which 
View it is requiſite ſeriouſly to conſider, that 
though indeed, in order to ſecure the Welfare of 
Civil Societies, God does, in Caſes of Extremity, 
allow ſuch Reſiſtance to be made to the Governors 
of them, as 1s neceſſary to that End; yet he does 
withal moſt ſtrictly require, that in the common 
Courſe of Things, Submiſſion and Obedience, Ho- 
nour and Affection, be paid to them, as his Vice- 
gerents, whoſe Character and Authority he will 


duly ſupport: And therefore, if their Subjects 


either act contrary to their Duty towards them, or 


fail in the Performance of any Part of it, they will 


certainly fall under his ſevere Indignation. 
The Duty of Subjects in every Country is ſettled 


by the Laws and Uſages of it; but ought alſo to be 


performed in the Spirit of Chriſtianity, which 
teaches us, that V hatever we do, we ſhould do it 


heartily, as unto the Lord, and not unto Men f. 


The latter of theſe Courſes is taken by thoſe who, 


while they pay outward Submiſſion to a Prince, 


acknowledge his Title, and promiſe him Alle- 
giance, are yet in their Hearts diſaffected to him, 
with ill Succeſs to his Undertakings, endeavour to 
1 or detract from his Character, miſrepreſent 


| every 
F coloſ. I, 2 


22 A Snxu0N. preached before the 


every Part of his Conduct, falſely impute to him 
finiſter Deſigns, raiſe Jealouſies and Fears in the 
Minds of his Subjects, corrupt their Principles, and 
alienate their Affections. Theſe Things may be 
done with too much Effect, under Covert and Pro- 
tection of our national Liberty; and they who 7h#s 
uſe it as a Chak for their M aliciouſne/s, may pleaſe 
themſelves in thinking they do it without Danger, 
But let them remember that One who is higher than 
the higheſt on Earth, regards their Works, fees the 


—.— of their Hearts, and will certainly hereafter 


require an Account of all the malignant Words and 
Actions that have eſcaped with Impunity here. To 
this Great Account all Men who have not quite a- 


bandon'd ſerious Thoughts will at ſome Times have 
a View: and be influenced by it, not only to for- 


bear ſuch groſs Violations of their Duty to their 


Sovereign, but carefully to perform it in all reſpects, 


as far as. they can, by rendering him the Service, 


Honour, and Affection which the Laws of the 


Land, and of Chriſtianity, require. 


It is our Happineſs that the Laws, which deter- 
mine the Meaſures of our Obedience, are very well 
known, and can hardly be in any Caſe grievous to 


us, becauſe they have been, for the moſt part, made 


by Perſons choſen to repreſent our . or 


ourſelves; which Reaſon obliges us to be more will- 
8 ing 


ie EZ: 


ing to obey theſe Laws, and will make us more 
blameable if we tranſgreſs them. The wiſeſt Men 
in thoſe Nations of old, which had the moſt Free- 
dom and beſt preſerv' d it, were ſollicitous to im- 
preſs upon the Minds of the People a Reverence 
and Attachment to the Laws of their Country. 
They repreſented them as having their Authority 
from Heaven itſelf; which indeed is true of all Laws 
that are for the Publick Good. It is not therefore 
to be thought an indifferent Matter whether they 
be obeyed or not. As long as they are in force, the 
Obſervance of them ought to be made a Point of 


Conſcience: And the utter Unconcern of many a- 
mong us, in this Reſpect, is the Symptom of a 
great Diſorder in the Nation, which, if it be not 


remedied, muſt have very ill Effects. It is the leſs 
to be excuſed, becauſe our Sovereign himſelf is al- 
ways attentive to make the Laws the Rules of his 
Government, and expects nothing from us but what 
is entirely agreeable to them. Far from attempting 


to undermine or impair our Liberty in any reſpec, 
he diſcovers in the general Tenour of his Conduct 
a noble Frankneſs and Greatneſs of Mind, a ſtrict 


Regard to Juſtice and Honour, and the hi gheſt 
Courage, temper'd with Goodneſs and Affection to 


his People. Such Diſpoſitions can never conſiſt 


with : Thoughts of 7 or injuring thoſe who 


are 
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are under bs Protection. On the contrary, from 
the whole Courſe of his Reign it is clear, beyond 


doubt, that his Heart is intent on providing for 


their laſting Safety and Happineſs; which excellent 


Diſpoſitions He appears to have tranſmitted to his 
Royal Deſcendants. And muſt we not then be 
guilty of Ingratitude in a high Degree, if we are 
wanting in any Part of our Duty to him? We are 
certainly under as ſtrong Engagements as can bc 
laid upon any Subjects in general, both to pay, on 
all Occaſions, the higheſt Honour and Reverence 
that are due to His Majeſty, and to ſerve him in 
all the Ways we can with Fidelity and Affection; 
not only by our conſtant and earneſt Prayers for a 

long and happy Continuance of his Reign, but by 
our Endeavours in our ſeveral Stations, to aid and 
facilitate the Exerciſe of his Government, and put 


a Stop to any Corruptions that tend to the Diſtur- 


bance or Detriment of it. 


One of this Sort is, particularly ſuggeſted by 


the Words of my Text, as having been ſpoken of 
the Payment of Tribute. 


too frequent, Practice, of defrauding the King ot 
of the Cuſtoms aſſigned for the Support of his Go- 


vernment. If private Property ought to be invio- 
late, how much more ſacred ought that to be 


which is veſted in the Sovereign for the public 
Good ? 


It is the pernicious, but 
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Good? The great Iniquity of breaking in upon it 
muſt be ſeen clearly by every Man who thinks at 
all: And therefore if any continue in this Courſe 
they muſt have got above the Reproaches of their 


Conſciences, and fo will proceed from one Crime 


to another, till, at length, they will come to be, 
as Experience las ſhewn that too many are, quite 


| hardned and abandon'd to the greateſt Wickedneſs. 


It is certainly the Concern of all good Men to for- 
bear encouraging this Practice, by purchaſing Goods 
ſo unlawfully acquired. They ought, on the con- 
trary, to take all Occaſions of declaring how baſe 
and criminal it is to follow this, or any ſuch Me- 


thods of private Gain, to the Detriment of the 


Public; and they are yet more obliged to give Ex- 


amples of a public Spirit, and of all other ſocial 
Virtues, which will naturally tend to ſupport this 
Eſtabliſhment and make the Nation powerful and 
happy, and are indeed the only Things that can do 


it with any great and laſting Effect. Theſe Hints 


are all that my Time at preſent will allow me to 


give of our Duty to the King. 
To GOD, our ſincereſt Thanks are Ss for the 


| Happineſs of: our preſent Condition, in full Enjoy- 


ment of the Light of the Goſpel, of Liberty and 
Peace, the moſt juſtly valued Advantages i in Life. 
His Providence ſignally 6 in delivering our 


Nation 


4 A SERMON preached before the 


Nat ation from the Troubles and Miſeries his Day 
remember'd, without permitting its Conſtitution in 
either of its Parts, Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, to be al- 
ter d for the worſe. The like great Mercy was af- 
terwards vouchſafed in Circumſtances of Danger 
that ſeem'd not to be avoided: And this latter De- 
liverance has been followed and confirmed by ſeve- 
ral other Events in our Favour, which have reach'd 


almoſt to the preſent Time, Theſe Bleſſings are 


ſo great, that Acknowledgements of them in Words 
alone, on this or any like Occaſion, are far from 


being ſufficient Returns. God certainly expects 


that when a Nation has been ſo much favour'd, its 


Gratitude ſhould be ſhewn by exerting its Endea- 
vours to promote His Glory, which chiefly confiſts 


in the ſpiritual and moral Improvement of Man- 
kind. As we have Advantages greater than moſt 


other Nations about us, we ought to excel them in 


Piety and Virtue. But if inſtead of doing that, we 
imitate and exceed them in their Corruptions, if 


we fall into as great Immorality as they, and grea- 


ter Unbelief as to the Truths of Religion; what are 
we to expect but God's juſt Indignation, and that 


he will deprive us of thoſe eminent mala, we 
have hitherto enjoyed. 


If he ſhould reſolve to puniſh us as we deſerve, 
it is not difficult to conjecture the Way in which it 
| may 


Fruit of our Doings. Infidelity and Vice will pro- 


the rough and ſtrong Spirits of the People of this 


and even to thoſe of Religion itſelf. And as Num 
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may be done. We need only to be left to the 


duce, foment, and ſtrengthen each other. Our 
Wealth and Plenty will be ſquander'd and exhauſt- 
ed by Luxury and Profuſion: Diſtreſs and Indi- 
gence will be the Portion of Numbers among us, 
who have been accuſtom'd to better Things; and 


Nation, when under ſuch Preſſures, will not fink, 
or be dejected and broken: Many would ſtruggle 
with what they would reckon to be their ill For- | 
tune; would grow diſaffected even to thoſe who 
had no hand in bringing it upon them, and would - 
go into any Meaſures to better their Condition. 
They would have no regard to Liberty, which, in 
their Caſe, would loſe the Satisfaction attending it. 
They would act in oppoſition to the Intereſts of it, 


bers would probably be thus diſpoſed, there would 
always be danger of Seditions and Tumults; and 
Encouragement would be given to the Enemies of 
the Nation to form Deſigns and Attempts againſt it. 
Theſe are Dangers which every one who looks for- 
ward has reaſon to apprehend: They may, indeed, 
be kept off for a Tune; but ſooner or later they 
will certainly come, unleſs there be due Proviſion 

5 Ka Against 
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8 8 them; which, therefore, every one who 
loves his Country will wddavour to make. 


The Method moſt likely to be effectual to this 


End, is to cultivate the Growth of Picty and Vir- 
tue in the Body of the People; for theſe will, in 
ſome Meaſure, counterwork and prevent the ul 
Conſequences of Vice and Unbelief. Men will be 
then ſober, induſtrious and frugal, duly reſpectful 
to their Superiors, faithful, and Juſt and benevolent 
to all; and as theſe Virtue will make them caſy in 
their Fortunes, they will love Order, Peace and 
Safety, and be heartily attached to the preſent E- 


ſtablihment; by which they are protected againſt 


Perſecution in Spiritual Matters and Tyranny 1 in Ci- 
vil, and made capable of acquiring, in a competent 
Degree, whatever is conducive to the real Happi- 
nes of: this Life, as well as of that which is to 
come. 


It muſt indeed be own'd, that however deſuable 


national Virtue and Religion may be, they are not 


without Dithculty raiſed again when they are fallen 
very low. New Laws would hardly be ſufficient 
to produce this Effect. For they would ſoon be, 
like many good ones at preſent in Force, but little 
regarded or put into Execution. The chief Thing 
likely to be of Service is, the good Example of Per- 
fons of Rank. 88 that indeed would not 


have 
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have ſo much Effect on the right Side as the wrong; 
yet it would have a good deal. If the Generality 
of Perſons of Diſtinction would agree to do their 
Part, the Conſequence would be exceedingly good. 
It would be ſo, for inſtance, if they would be fre- 
quent 1n attending the public Worſhip of God. At 


preſent the Civil Eſtabliſhment of Religion fails, in 


great meaſure, of having the Effect for which it 
was defign'd ; becauſe 8 great Numbers abſent 
themſelves from public Worſhip. When the lower 
People obſerve it to be neglected by thoſe above 
them, they make no ſeruple to follow their Exam- 
ple: And yet this Worſhip is certainly enjoin'd even 
by the Law of Nature; which appears from the 
good Effects which it naturally tends to have upon 


the bulk of Mankind. Many of them have no other 


Way but this, to be inſtructed in the Truths and 
Duties of Religion. Some, by obſerving the Atten- 


tion, Fervour and Humiliation practiſed by good 


Men in theſe Aſſemblies may, themſelves, take ad- 
vantageous Impreſſions. The meeting of Men of 
different Ranks for the Worſhip of God their com- 
mon Father, who, without Reſpect of Perſons, is 
good unto all, may tend to abate the high Thoughts 
of the Great, and inſpire them with Charity and 
Condeſienfion towards their poor Brethren; while 
theſe are taught to ſubmit to the Appointment of 

Divine 
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Divine Providence, which obliges them to preſerve e 


a due Reſpect for thoſe above them, and employ 
their Labours and their Prayers to God on their be- 
half, in return for the Advantages which they re- 
ceive from them. As theſe Diſpoſitions tend to 
promote the Glory of God, and the Welfare of 
Men, we may juſtly preſume that he requires the 
Worſhip that tends to produce them. Men, as they 
are Members of a Civil Society, are plainly obliged 
to join with their Fellow- Subjects in Prayers to God 
for the Mercies and Benefits of which the Commu- 
nity ſtands in need, and to return their Acknow- 


ledgments for thoſe that have been received. All , 


_ civilized Nations have been of this Opinion; and 


the Practice of the wiſe and good Men among them | 
has been, in all Ages, fuirable to it. The Chriſtian | 


Religion not only requires Men to aſſemble toge- 
ther for God's public Worſhip, and the Participa- 
tion of that Sacrament of the Euchariſt, which he 
has ordained as the Token and Means of their Spi- 


ritual Union, but farther obliges them to continue 


this Practice to fome degree, even when it may be 
dangerous to their Fortunes or their Lives in Times 
of + of ee 


It is to be hoped that Perſons of Rank will ſe- 


rioully conhder aw Obligations in this Reſpect; 


and 
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and will do what a Regard to the Honour of God 


and the Advantage of Mankind requires plainly at 
their Hands. Nor ought they to be wanting to 
take proper Care, that 2h e Things of God belong- 
ing to this Service, to which our Lord, in the Words 
of my Text, appears to have had a particular View, 
be rendered to him. As the Things that were Cæ- 
/ar's, meant the Tribute to be paid to him; fo the 


like Phraſe, the Things that were God's, had refe- 
' rence wo a Tribute that was due to God. It was 


the half Shekel that was annually paid by every Jew 
above twenty Years old to the Temple at Jeruſalem, 
And was deſigned to provide the Sacritices with o- 
ther Things, at that Time requiſite, in the public 
Worſhip. When this Tribute was demanded from 


our Saviour himſelf, Matt. xvii. 24, 25. he obſery'd, 
that, as being the Son of God, he might juſtly 


have exempted himſelf from the Payment; but, 

nevertheleſs, thought fit to make it; by which he 
intended to teach his Followers, how careful they 
ought to be to provide for the Maintenance of that 
Chriſtian Service which was ſoon to ſucceed to this 
of the Temple, and was to be kept up in all Ages 
of his Church. This great Example, enforced by 


ſome Precepts to the ſame Purpoſe in the Writings 


of the Apoſtles, had ſuch an Effect upon the primi- 
tive Chriſtians, that they never fail'd to make vo- 


luntary 
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Fa Contr ſufficient to maintain a pub- 
lic Worſhip and Miniſtry, till their Religion had 
been eſtabliſhed by the Civil State. Since that 
Time Revenues of a different Kind have been ſet- 
tled for this Uſe in each Chriſtian Country, and as 
they have been ſolemnly devoted to God, they may 
juſtly be conſidered as the Things of Saz I mean, 
ſo long as they continue to be pally uſeful to Gs 
Service: For, in that Caſe, we may juſtly preſume 
that he 1s willing to retain his Property in them. 
And while he does ſo, it muſt be ſinful, in a high 
Degree, to break in upon it. The fs who are 
_ veſted with his Authority are certainly concern'd to 
be Guardians of his Right. In Caſes of great Im- 
portance, indeed, ſuch Meaſures may be taken with 
relation to it, as the Intereſt of Religion, and the 
Public require, and as he may be juſtly preſumed 1 
to approve, Of theſe, the Legiſlators are the pro- 
per Judges; but they ought to judge as in the Cauſe 
of God, to whom they muſt render an Account of 
their Proceedings, They ought to take Care, that 
thoſe ſacred Revenues be not diminiſhed by Fraud, 
Neglect, or Want of Protection, but be duly pre- 
ſerved, and applied to the Uſes far which they were 
defined ; and withal, that the Perſons who are in- 
titled to receive them ſhall attend and perform their 
Duty, ſo as to 0 the People committed to their 


Charge. 


wear off by degrees; as t! 
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Charge. ry. ages. this done, our Spiritual Eſta- 
blifhment is ſo wall fitted to promote the Know- 


ledge and Practice of Religion among the People, 

and is ſo agreeable to the Model of the State, that 
if it receives due Credit and Support from the fre- 
quent Attendance of Perſons of Rank at the public 
Worſhip, it can hardly fail to have very good Ef- 
fects on the Nation in general. The Prejudices of 
ſome Proteſtants againſt it are likely to decline and 
y ſee a truly Chriſtian 
Spirit i in thoſe of the Eſtablif ment, willing to re- 


cCeive with Candour and Reſpect any Diſpoſitions 


or Advances to them; and ſuch a Spirit there is at 
preſent, backward to nothing but to Unſettlement 


and Innovation. Upon theſe, as being often dan- 


gerous, true Friends of their Country will ſeldom be 
inclined to venture without N eceſſity. But gentle 
and rational Applications to cultivate true Principles, 
and ſocial Affections, among their Fellow- Subjects 
they will be ready to employ upon all Occaſions, and 
have hopes that, in doingit, they thall meet withSuccels, 

If ſome in tlie Eſtabliſhment have Prejudices and 


Reſentments of a different kind, it will hardly be 


poſſible that they ſhould retain chem for any long 
time, when they ſeriouſſy conſider, that this 


Eſtabliſhment is built upon the Ground of public 


Happineſs; and that if it ever ſhould be ſubverted, 


Popery joined with arbitrary Power, and followed 


F oy 
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by unrelenting Perſecution, and abject. Servitude, 
would enter at the Breach, and be fixed upon the 
Nation, perhaps without Remedy, for Ages 8 come. 
It is not poſſible that any diſpaſſionate ſerious Men 
can be willing to venture the Suffering theſe Evils 
upon little Piques or Views of private oral In- 
tereſt, at beſt uncertain, and quite unimportant to 
thoſe who haye any true Regard to their preſent 
Country, or to a far better, eternal in the Hea- 
vens, They who enlarg e their Views to theſe T hings 
will ſee & Folly = great Iniquity of the Pro- 
ceedings, to which the Warmth: of their Paſhons 
may incite them; and will be ſenſible of the Meaſures 
which both their Spiritual and Temporal Intereſt 
ſhould engage them to purſue. And if they be once 
truly ſenſible of them, their Practice will be agree- 
able to them. The Minds of Men will be more 

and more reconciled to each other. The oppoſite 
Extremes of Parties among us will be carried by the 
Weight of Reaſon and Intereſt towards the 8 | 
and be nearly, if not entirely, united. The Foun- 
dations of the Eſtabliſhment will be ſtrengthened ; 
the Nation will be able to ſupport itſelf againſt all 
its Foreign and Domeſtic Enemies, if any of the 

latter ſhould remain; and by the Bleſſing of God, 
its Liberty, Religious and Civil, il _ tranſmitted 
to late e Amen, 8 7 B57 nn 
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